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KEEP IN TOUCH!

THANK YOU
Dear Friends of the Little Listeners Project,

Thank you so much for participating in the Little
Listeners Project at the University of Wisconsin –
Madison!

With your help, we have been able to ask important
questions about language development in children who
are on the autism spectrum. Answering these questions
will help us better understand how children learn
language, and this knowledge will provide insight for
interventions that support children on the spectrum. 

This newsletter is to highlight our progress, share some
of the findings, and most importantly, express our
gratitude to you and your family for partnering with us
to make this research possible.

We hope that you and your child had a positive
experience during your visits, and we wish you the best
in the future. 

Best wishes to you and your family!

Sincerely,

Susan Ellis Weismer, Ph.D., 
Jenny Saffran, Ph.D.,
and the entire Little Listeners Team!

If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to give us a call. Our contact information
can be found on the last page of this newsletter.

Since late 2020, we have seen 65
children with autism spectrum disorder
from all over Wisconsin. We have also
seen 93 neurotypical children for our
comparison group. 

These little scientists watched more
than 1,000 movies and provided our
study team with play-based language
samples. 



NOW WE KNOW

We found that language development of
autistic children over one year was associated
with how often parents reported reading with
them. This supports the idea that reading to

your child can help assist the development of
their language abilities! See the last page of
this newsletter for resources related to books

and reading.
 

(Mathée-Scott & Ellis Weismer, 2022)
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Thinking
Ahead

Parent-Child
Reading

We learned that both children on the autism
spectrum and non-autistic toddlers can use
information from a verb, such as “drink” to
predict which noun they will hear next, for

example “juice” instead of “bike.” This
ability likely helps them process language

more efficiently!
 

(Prescott, Mathée-Scott, Reuter, Edwards,
Saffran & Ellis Weismer, 2022)

Differences in Prediction
May be Related to
Language in ASD

If Not This,
Then That

Delays in language are often one of the first
concerns noted by parents of autistic children.

New research suggests that difficulty with
learning language might be related to

challenges with understanding information
that is unpredictable. Your participation is

helping us to learn more about this topic, and
we hope to share more soon!

 
(Ellis Weismer & Saffran, 2022)

We learned that both children on the autism
spectrum and non-autistic toddlers who

performed well on our developmental test of
language could figure out that if they heard a
new word, (e.g., “Look at the DAX”) and saw

a familiar and an unfamiliar object, that the
new word likely refers to the unfamiliar

object. Since they know that the blue object is
a cup, that means “DAX” must be the green

object on the right. 

(Mathée-Scott, Larson, Venker, Pomper,
Edwards, Saffran & Ellis Weismer, 2022)



WHAT'S NEXT?

SHARING
RESULTS

The International Meeting for Autism Research, in Austin, TX, a meeting for scientists from
all over the world who study many aspects of autism, including language development,
intervention, genetics, and the structure and function of the brain.
The Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development, in Boston, MA, a
conference for researchers in language acquisition and development.
The Annual Conference of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, in
Washington, DC, a meeting for speech-language pathologists and audiologists from across
the country.
The Symposium for Research in Child Language Development, in Madison, WI, a
conference for scientists focused on understanding and treating language delays.

We have been able to share what we’ve learned at several conferences, including:

 

Continue learning more about how children on the autism spectrum and non-
autistic children learn about the world around them. 
Continue sharing our findings at both domestic and international research
conferences. 
Partner with families and clinicians to ensure that our findings can be useful in
improving the lives of autistic people. 
Continue to provide value to our community!

We are still seeing lots of families for both their first and second visits! We hope to:
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1500 Highland Ave
Madison, WI 53705

Contact us:
Phone: 608-263-3123
Email: littlelisteners@waisman.wisc.edu
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RESOURCES

Reduced membership rates for
families with children on the autism
spectrum or individual educational
plans. 
Sensory hours or days when spaces
are adapted to be less overwhelming.

Wisconsin has the most children’s
museums per capita of any state. You can
find more information about sixteen of
them on this website:
https://www.cmfdl.org/support-
us/wisconsin-childrens-museums/. 

Ask about:

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has
24 affiliate partners in Wisconsin and
offers a book each month until a child
turns five. 
Madison Reading Project hosts book
giving events and works with educators
to get books into the hands of children
who need them most.
Little Free Libraries can be found all
over the world. You can search their
interactive map to find one near you.
The official organization even got its
start in a Wisconsin community.

Your local library is a great place to access
books for free and many have eliminated
overdue fees in recent years. Many libraries
have reading programs for all ages, and
some offer books as prizes. 

Other free book options:

Free Children’s Books

Make time for play

tel:608-263-3123
https://www.cmfdl.org/support-us/wisconsin-childrens-museums/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/find-my-program/
https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/map/

